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Highway 80 used to run through the center of Alpineôs business district.  Now the Freeway, Interstate 8, completed in 1968, passes the town center 

about a quarter of a mile to the north.  The former Highway 80 has been renamed Alpine Boulevard.  (Page 8) 

 

Public road maintenance did not extend far into the back country before 1900.  Farmers and ranchers were obliged to develop and keep up these 

roads on their own. 

 

In 1900 San Diego County voted over a million dollars to improve County roads which were mostly narrow dangerous trails.  Using standard horse 

or mule drawn equipment construction began; however, political influence is said to have steered the direction of the word towards country proper-

ties of politicians.  Neil Galloway comments:  ñAs roads advanced eastward, money got less and less and the roads got narrower and narrower.  

Nevertheless, that was the start of good roads.ò 

 

Old Highway 80 (Lee Highway), part of that improvement program, was all dirt, maintained with horses.  During the rainy season horses could not 

get on the muddy ground in time to repair washes and ruts before the mud had hardened, setting the damage.  The further the road from town, the 

more it was neglected, some stretches becoming impassable.  To combat this condition a group of local men formed their own maintenance crew, all 

volunteer labor.  (Page 255) 

 

April 1987 comments: 

 

When Interstate 8 freeway was finished in 1969 speeding past Alpine on the north side, some people gloomily prophesied that the village would 

now become a ghost town.  The seventies soon proved how wrong that prediction was. 

 

In 1971, the huge Laguna fire that burned a wide path from the higher mountains down through Alpine, destroyed numerous structures in its way, 

including many Alpine homes.  As soon as the smoke cleared, people started rebuilding.  And new building continued.  The fire seemed to act as a 

catalyst towards growth. 

 

Highway 80, which for decades had run through Alpineôs town center, was renamed ALPINE BOULEVARD for a distance of about ten miles, from 

Dunbar Lane west to the east end of Willows Road. (Page 505) 

 



 

 

EARLY ALPINE  

OLD HIGHWAY 80  

 



 

 

THE TOWN HALL LEFT CENTER WITH EUCALYPTUS GROVE ABOUT ONE YEAR OLD.  

ALPINE STORE JUST BEYOND TOWN HALL.  

1900 



 

 

ALPINE CENTER SCHOOL  

1900 

 



 

 

ROAD INTO ALPINE  

CIRCA 1910 



 

 

FENCE USED TO RUN ALONG THE LEFT SIDE OF THE ROAD  

1910 



 

 

SAN DIEGO STREETCAR BEING MOVED TO ALPINE CIRCA 1915  

 
About 1915, a Spanish American War veteran named Sherman, who had been living with his family on a ranch in Japatul Valley, moved to Alpine 

Center and bought an old San Diego street car which he had hauled out to the present site of the LOG CABIN CAFÉ. From the street car the Sher-

mans sold ice cream, soda pop and sandwiches on weekends and holidays to the passing motorists.  Rumor says they removed about a third of the 

seats from one end and installed an ice box and counter; others say the food was handed out the street car windows. 

 

In 1921, Warren and Emma Foster came up from Peutz Valley where they had been living on their ranch since the early 1900ôs, purchased the 

street car-ice cream stand, and remodeled it into the LOG CABIN CAFÉ by covering the outside with split logs and adding the dining room on the 

west side, enclosing the big oak tree inside with the top growing out of the roof.  Inside the street car they used real log stools at the long counter, 

and equipped a café kitchen. (Page 284) 



 

 

THE LOG CABIN CAFE  

1936 



 

 

LOG CABIN CAFÉ  

ALPINE BOULEVARD ðOLD HIGHWAY 80  

 
Several small cafés have operated for a time up and down the mile and a half or so of Alpine Boulevard that is the village business strip, but only two have been in continuous 

operation for many years, the Log Cabin for half a century and Baileyôs Caf® for more than a quarter century. (Page 287) 



 

 

ENTRANCE TO THE WILLOWS RESORT  

OLD HIGHWAY 80 ðALPINE  

CIRCA 1920s 


